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ISAF Offshore Special Regulations 
Increased Highlighting of Fundamental Responsibility 

 
A submission from the Chairman of the Offshore Committee 

Proposal 
 

Replace the existing 1.02 as followed and renumber to emphasis its importance as 1.01 
and then renumber existing 1.01 accordingly 
 

SECTION 1 – FUNDAMENTAL AND DEFINITIONS 
1.01 Responsibility of persons in charge  Category

1.01.1  
 

The safety of a yacht and her crew is the sole and inescapable 
responsibility of the owner (or owners representative) and the 
crew. 

** 
 

1.01.2  
 

The owner or owners representative must ensure that the 
yacht is fully found, thoroughly seaworthy and manned by 
an experienced crew who have undergone appropriate 
training and are physically fit to manage the yacht in the 
conditions likely to be encountered in a particular race or 
event in which they are participating, including the 
possibility of unexpected bad weather. 

** 
 

1.01.3  
 

The owner or his representative must be satisfied as to the 
soundness of hulls, spas, rigging, sails and all gear.  He 
must also ensure that all safety equipment is properly 
maintained and stowed 

** 
 

1.01.4  
 

Each and every member of the crew must be advised and it 
is thereafter their responsibility to know where all safety 
equipment is located and how it is to be properly used, 
including in the event of an emergency 

** 
 

1.01.5  
 

Organisers of sailing events may provide a starting line, a 
course including the identification of certain marks that may 
have to be passed or rounded and the location of a finishing 
line.  The condition of the sea, tides, currents, winds and 
temperature are all natural conditions beyond any control of 
a race organiser and it is the sole and entire responsibility of 
the owner, the owners representative and the crew to satisfy 
themselves firstly as to whether their yacht should 
participate in, start or continue with any yacht race.  Any 
decision by the race committee as to whether to start a race 
or not and/or whether to shorten any race or not shall in no 
way be regarded as mitigating or relieving the owner, owners 

** 
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representative or the crew from their respective 
responsibilities for their own safety 

1.01.6 
 

Neither the establishment of these regulations, their use by race 
organisers nor the inspection of a yacht under these regulations 
shall in any way limit or reduce the complete and unlimited 
responsibility to the owner and/or owners representative and/or 
crew for their own safety. 

** 
 

1.02 Purpose and Use (as per previous 1.01)  

 
Current Position: 

 
1.02 Responsibility of Person in Charge  

1.02.1 The Safety of a yacht and her crew is the sole and inescapable 
responsibility of the owner, or owner's representative who must 
do his best to ensure that the yacht is fully found, thoroughly 
seaworthy and manned by an experienced crew who have 
undergone appropriate training and are physically fit to face bad 
weather. He must be satisfied as to the soundness of hull, spars, 
rigging, sails and all gear. He must ensure that all safety 
equipment is properly maintained and stowed and that the crew 
know where it is kept and how it is to be used. 

** 

1.02.2 Neither the establishment of these Special Regulations, their use 
by race organisers, nor the inspection of a yacht under these 
Special Regulations in any way limits or reduces the complete 
and unlimited responsibility of the owner or owner's 
representative. 

** 

1.02.3 Decision to race -The responsibility for a yacht's decision to 
participate in a race or to continue racing is hers alone - RRS 
Fundamental Rule 4. 

** 

 
Reason: 

To give greater clarity and emphasis that it is each competitor and each member of a crew 

that is primarily responsible for their own safety. 

 

 (Note:  the exact wording is currently under review by Special Regulations Subcommittee) 

 


